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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 
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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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4) D Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 
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6) ^ Claim(s) 1-9,11 and 13 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 10 is/are objected to. 
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11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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1) Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 
119 (a) -(d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. 



2) The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



3) (e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effect under this subsection of a national application published 
under section 122 (b) only if the international application 
designating the United States was published under Article 

21(2) (a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the 
United States for the purposes of this subsection based on the 
filing of an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a). 



4) (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 

publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the 
date of application for patent in the United States. 



5) Claims 1-5,8,9,11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
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as being anticipated by CHRITZ, Jr et al ( 6,430,120 ). 

CHRITZ, Jr et al discloses a method for providing sub- code 
data to a host computer in an optical disk drive as claimed in 
claims 1,11 and 13, comprising the step of: 

setting the sub -code data whenever the data of predetermined 
unit is output from a buffer ( column 3, lines 19-22. In this 
case, the sub -code and TOC information are read and stored in 
buffer ) ; 

transmitting the set sub-code data to the host computer when 
the sub- code data is request from host computer during 
reproduction mode ( column 3, lines 22-34. In this case, after an 
interruption, the disk player resumes the reproduction mode by 
reading the sub -code and TOC information from buffer and 
transmits to host computer for continuing reproduces information 
data. See also column 3, lines 35-46 ). 

As to claim 2, CHRITZ, Jr et al shows sub-code data include 
track information, a relative address and an absolute address 
which determines using TOC information ( see column 3, lines 19- 
46. It is noted that, the sub-code data and TOC information in 
every optical disk player contains track information ( track 
number ) , a relative address ( minute, second ) and an absolute 
address ( time address of entire disc ) . 
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As to claim 3, the setting sub-code data whenever data of 
one sector is output to buffer is inherent in CHRITZ, Jr et al's 
since the sub-code and TOC information are read and stored in 
buffer together with data information at all times. This process 
continue from first sector, second sector and to the end of the 
disk. 

As to claim 4, CHRITZ, Jr et al shows the optical disk is 
compact disc ( CD, see column 1, lines 14-44 ) which common uses 
to storing plurality of music songs. 

As to claim 5, the increasing relative address ( time 
address of each song ) and absolute address ( time address of 
entire disc ) whenever data of one sector is output from buffer 
is inherent in CHRITZ, Jr et al's since the sub-code and TOC 
information are read and stored in buffer together with data 
information at all times, when a new song (increases from last 
song ) is stored in buffer which also stores a new relative 
address and absolute address ( increases from last relative 
address and absolute address of last song ) . 

As to claims 8 and 9, CHRITZ, Jr et al shows the optical 
disk is compact disc ( CD, see column 1, lines 14-44 ) which 
common uses to storing plurality of music ( songs ) and the TOC 
of compact disc always contains the time address information such 
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as reproduction time of each song, the reproduction time of 
entire disc, etc.,. 

6) The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms 
the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office 
action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of 
this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought 
to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

7) Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over CHRITZ, Jr et al ( 6,430,120 ). 

CHRITZ, Jr et al discloses all the subject matter as claimed 
in claim 6, except to specifically show that the CD player capable 
of resetting the relative address when the last sector is output 
from buffer. It would have been obvious matter of design choice 
to modify the CHRITZ, Jr et al's CD player by resetting the 
relative address when last sector is output from buffer, since 
applicant has not disclosed that having this resetting process 
could solve any stated problem or is for any particular purpose 
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and it appears that the CD player would perform equally well with 
or without this resetting process. 

As to claim 7, since CHRITZ, Jr et al shows the optical disk 
is compact disc ( CD, see column 1, lines 14-44 ) which common 
uses to storing plurality of music ( songs ) and the TOC of 
compact disc always contains the time address information such as 
reproduction time of each song, the reproduction time of entire 
disc, etc.,. thus, to determine a last sector of corresponding 
song is inherent in CHRITZ, Jr et al's CD player. 

8) Claim 10 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims . 

9) Claims 1,2,4,5,8,9,11 and 13 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C- 
102(b) as being anticipated by MISONO ( 5,365,502 ). 

MISONO discloses a method for providing sub-code data to a 
host computer in an optical disk drive as claimed in claims 
1,2,4,5,8,9,11 and 13, comprising the step of: 

setting the sub -code data whenever the data of predetermined 
unit is output from a buffer ( figure 6 and column 8, line 3-25 
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In this case, the sub-code and TOC information are read and 
stored in buffer ) ; 

transmitting the set sub- code data to the host computer when 
the sub-code data is request from host computer during 
reproduction mode ( figure 6 and column 8, lines 26-33. In this 
case, after an interruption, the disk player resumes the 
reproduction mode by reading the sub -code and TOC information 
from buffer and transmits to host computer for continuing 
reproduces information data. See also column 3, lines 35-46 ) . 

10) Claim 12 is allowed. 

11) The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 

considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Applicant is reminded that in amending in response to a 
rejection of claims, the patentable novelty must be clearly shown 
in view of the state of the art disclosed by the references cited 
and the objection made. Applicant must also show how the 
amendments avoid such references and objections. See 37 CFR 
§1. 111(c) . 

AOYAGI ( 4,841,505 ) discloses a CD player capable of resuming 
the reproduction process based on the time address information 
stored in a buffer. 
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12) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the Examiner should be directed to TAN DINH 
whose telephone number is (703)308-4859. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00AM to 5:30PM. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703)872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-4750. 




TAN DINH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

September 17, 2003 



